
Early	  Literacy	  Learning	  in	  Arkansas	  (ELLA)	  
	  
Grade	  Levels	  

• K-‐1	  
• K-‐12	  Special	  Education	  	  

	  
Approved	  Areas	  of	  Professional	  Development	  

• Standards/Curriculum	  Alignment	  
• Instructional	  Strategies	  
• Cognitive	  Research	  
• Assessment	  
• Content	  (K-‐12)	  
• Principles	  of	  Learning/Developmental	  Stages	  	  
• Building	  a	  Collaborative	  Learning	  Community	  
	  

Description	  
Early	  Literacy	  Learning	  in	  Arkansas	  (ELLA)	  is	  a	  two-‐year	  professional	  development	  
offered	  by	  the	  Arkansas	  Department	  of	  Education	  and	  the	  Arkansas	  Education	  Service	  
Cooperatives.	  It	  is	  based	  on	  the	  findings	  of	  the	  National	  Reading	  Panel	  Report	  and	  aligned	  to	  
the	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  for	  English	  Language	  Arts	  and	  Literacy.	  	  It	  is	  designed	  to	  
assist	  K-‐1	  teachers	  and	  K-‐12	  special	  education	  teachers	  in	  the	  implementation	  of	  
comprehensive	  literacy	  by	  increasing	  teachers’	  knowledge	  and	  skill	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  research-‐
based,	  data-‐driven,	  and	  developmentally	  appropriate	  instructional	  practices.	  	  It	  focuses	  on	  
teaching	  students	  along	  the	  continuum	  of	  literacy	  learning	  systems	  development,	  using	  
appropriate	  assessments	  to	  inform	  systematic	  and	  explicit	  instruction,	  and	  the	  routines	  and	  
procedures	  for	  classroom	  management.	  	  	  
	  
Professional	  Development	  Schedule	  

Year	  1	   Content	  
Four	  day	  initial	  summer	  institute	  	   	  A	  Literacy	  Assessment	  System,	  Stages	  of	  Literacy	  Development	  

Framework	  for	  a	  Core	  Literacy	  Program,	  Familiar	  Reading	  
Oral	  Language	  Development,	  Modeled	  Writing,	  
Phonological/Phonemic	  Awareness	  	  
Phonics	  Instruction	  

Two	  sessions	  in	  the	  fall	  semester	   Shared	  Reading	  	  
Small	  Group	  Reading	  Instruction	  

Two	  sessions	  in	  the	  spring	  
semester	  	  

Small	  Group	  Reading	  Instruction	  
Phonics	  Instruction	  

Year	  2	   Content	  
Three	  day	  summer	  institute	  	   Read	  Aloud	  

Writing	  Instruction	  
Conducting	  Research	  in	  Content	  Areas	  

One	  session	  in	  the	  fall	  semester	  	   Site-‐based	  Observation	  Training	  in	  a	  classroom	  
One	  session	  in	  the	  spring	  
semester	  	  

Site-‐based	  Observation	  Training	  in	  a	  classroom	  

	   	  

	  



Research	  
• National	  Institute	  of	  Child	  Health	  and	  Human	  Development,	  NIH,	  DHHS.	  (2001).	  	  Put	  

Reading	  First:	  The	  Research	  Building	  Blocks	  for	  Teaching	  Children	  to	  Read.	  	  
Washington,	  DC:	  U.S.	  Government	  Printing	  Office.	  	  Accessed	  from	  
http://www.nationalreadingpanel.org/publications/researchread.htm	  

	  
• National	  Institute	  of	  Child	  Health	  and	  Human	  Development.	  (2000).	  	  Report	  of	  the	  

National	  Reading	  Panel.	  Teaching	  children	  to	  read:	  An	  evidence-‐based	  assessment	  
of	  the	  scientific	  research	  literature	  on	  reading	  and	  its	  implications	  for	  reading	  
instruction	  (NIH	  Publication	  No.	  00-‐4769).	  Washington,	  DC:	  U.S.	  Government	  
Printing	  Office.	  	  Accessed	  from	  
http://www.nationalreadingpanel.org/publications/publications.htm	  

	  
Professional	  Texts	  

• Apprenticeship	  in	  Literacy	  2nd	  Edition	  by	  Dorn	  et	  al	  (978-‐1571109668)	  
• Bringing	  Words	  to	  Life	  2nd	  Edition	  by	  Beck	  et	  al	  (978-‐1462508167)	  
• Explorations	  in	  Nonfiction	  Writing	  for	  Grade	  K	  by	  Tony	  Stead	  and	  Linda	  Hoyt	  (978-‐

0325037745)	  
• Explorations	  in	  Nonfiction	  Writing	  for	  Grade	  1	  by	  Tony	  Stead	  and	  Linda	  Hoyt	  (978-‐

0325037776)	  
• Phonemic	  Awareness	  in	  Young	  Children	  by	  Adams	  et	  al	  (978-‐1557663214)	  
• Read	  it	  Again!	  	  by	  Parkes	  (978-‐1571103048	  
• Shaping	  Literate	  Minds	  by	  Dorn	  and	  Soffos	  (978-‐1571103383)	  
• The	  Fluent	  Reader	  by	  Rasinski	  (978-‐0439332088)	  
• Word	  Journeys	  by	  Kathy	  Ganske	  (978-‐1572305595)	  
	  

Contact	  Information	  	  
For	  additional	  information,	  contact	  the	  literacy	  specialists	  at	  your	  local	  education	  service	  
cooperative.	  
	  


